Peripheral neuropathy in late onset spinocerebellar ataxia.
We studied 10 patients with late onset spinocerebellar ataxia including electrophysiological and muscle biopsy examinations. Nerve conduction studies of eight patients revealed axonal neuropathy, and six cases also showed signs of the involvement of the lower motor neuron. In 9 patients quantitative analysis of single motor unit potentials (MUPs) of the tibialis anterior or biceps brachii muscles showed mild to severe neuropathic changes and in all 10 patients the histopathological examination of the tibialis anterior showed mild to severe neuropathic changes. Neither nerve conduction studies, quantitative MUP analysis, nor histological findings of the muscle were related to the severity of duration of the disease.